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Montana AIS Update



2023 Season:
• 17 Stations.

• Over 130,000 
watercraft inspected.

o 600 with weeds

o 53 Intercepted 
with mussels.

o 8,000 Decons

o 8 illegal fish/bait.

• QA/QC focus.

• Partnerships.



FWP’s AIS Team 



Partnerships



Inspection Station Partners

Partners (Contracted):

o Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes    
(Ravalli & Thompson falls)

o Blackfeet Nation (Browning)

o Missoula County (Clearwater Junction)

o Garfield Conservation District                    
(Flowing Wells & Wibaux)

o McCone Conservation District (Nahsua)

o Beaverhead Conservation District (Dillon)

o Bighorn Conservation District                      
(Hardin & St.Xavier)

o Powder River Conservation District 
(Broadus)

o Lincoln Conservation District

o Flathead Conservation District

Other Inspection Station Partners

o City of Whitefish

o Swan Lakers

o Glacier National Park

o Yellowstone National Park

o US Army Corps of Engineers



Fort Peck Project

• Profiling out of 
state boats.

• Verify Inspection 
before launch.

• 411 boaters 
interviewed. 

• 10 Not Inspected:

o Half after hours

o Half odd routes









Pactola 
Reservoir 

• Zebra mussels detected 
2022.

• USFS and BOR: Land and 
dam ownership.

• SDGF stations operated 
by Conservation District.

• Less than 20% inspected.

• Requested FWP 
Assistance in Sept:

o 73 mussel fouled boats 
intercepted the first two 
weeks of September.





Missouri River Impoundments



Missouri River Impoundments



AIS Outreach





Outreach Partnerships

• Central & Eastern MT 
Invasive Species Team 
USACE, USFS, USFWS, BOR

• Irrigation districts, 
Utilities,  TU, WU, CDs, 
lake associations, 
watershed districts, NGOs.

• Marketing Campaign

• Industry Outreach

• Outreach Events

• AmeriCorps Members



AmeriCorps 
Members



Pedro Pascal may be a delight, but aquatic invasive species are not! To protect 
Montana’s waters from these aquatic invaders, remember to clean-drain-dry 
your gear after every use and don’t release aquarium plants or pets into the wild. 
To learn more, go to FWP.mt.gov/AIS.”

Social Media



Focus Areas for 2024

• Containment in Idaho and 
South Dakota.

• Expand operational window 
for Montana WID stations.

• Investigate additional stations.

• Expand partnerships.

• Expanded social media.

• Focused boater outreach.

• Outreach focused on used 
boat sales pathway.



FWP.MT.gov/AIS
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