Montana AIS Update




2023 Season:

FWP Watercraft Inspection and Decontamination Stations

e 17 Stations.

* Over 130,000
watercraft inspected.

o 600 with weeds

o 53 Intercepted
with mussels.

o 8,000 Decons
o 8 illegal fish/bait.

e QA/QC focus.
* Partnerships.
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Inspection Station Partners

Partners (Contracted):

o Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes
(Ravalli & Thompson falls)

Blackfeet Nation (Browning)
Missoula County (Clearwater Junction)

o Garfield Conservation District
(Flowing Wells & Wibaux)

McCone Conservation District (Nahsua)
Beaverhead Conservation District (Dillon)

o Bighorn Conservation District
(Hardin & St.Xavier)

o Powder River Conservation District
(Broadus)

o Lincoln Conservation District
o Flathead Conservation District
Other Inspection Station Partners
o  City of Whitefish

o Swan Lakers

o  Glacier National Park

o Yellowstone National Park
Army Corps of Engineers

Total Inspections by FWP and Partner Stations, 2022

6568 1T91 Total Inspections

119,431
35767
75,605 %
m FWP Operated Stations = Partner Stations = Glacier National Park City Of Whitefish



Fort Peck Project

* Profiling out of
state boats.

e Verify Inspection
before launch.

e 411 boaters
interviewed.

10 Not Inspected:

o Half after hours

o Half odd routes




O

Mussel‘Fouled Vessels
12017 to 2023

e .0 o
0 @

N
@ @
- UTAM UNITED STATES
8 i oo o Q

EXAS LA ot Boat Origin
. M A I' ! - e

lw - -]
? 3
& =
-




ARIZopn 4

0

W o e

STATUS
Infested
Positive
Eradicated

Delisted, Failed,
or Extirpated

Zebra and Quagga Mussel Sightings Distribution
Dreissena polymorpha and D. rostriformis bugensis

Jnnlcs
or

& s9)

‘..'.-"YQMJ NG

NEBRASKA

UNITED

: an? ﬂﬂwer

OLORADO

Arkan o
7]

‘(o

(IETE] ' 3
Mussel Ar

!4 Map produced by the U.S. Geological Survey
~ Nonindigenous Aquatic Species Database
e A el January 12, 2021.




ARIZopn 4

0

W o e

STATUS
Infested
Positive
Eradicated

Delisted, Failed,
or Extirpated

Zebra and Quagga Mussel Sightings Distribution
Dreissena polymorpha and D. rostriformis bugensis

Jnnlcs
or

& s9)

‘..'.-"YQMJ NG

NEBRASKA

UNITED

: an? ﬂﬂwer

OLORADO

Arkan o
7]

‘(o

(IETE] ' 3
Mussel Ar

!4 Map produced by the U.S. Geological Survey
~ Nonindigenous Aquatic Species Database
e A el January 12, 2021.




Pactola
Reservoir

Zebra mussels detected
2022.

USFS and BOR: Land and
dam ownership.

SDGF stations operated
by Conservation District.

Less than 20% inspected.

Requested FWP
Assistancein Sept:

o 73 mussel fouled boats
intercepted the first two
weeks of September.

NORTHERNwis =Ashland
CHEYENNE =



Boat Inspections Where Pactola Reservoir Was Last Water Visited
2021 - 2022
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Missouri River Impoundments
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Missouri River Impoundments
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AlIS Outreach

MONTANA FISH,
WILDLIFE & PARKS
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Dumping
aquarium pets
Is illegal.

Releasing a pet in the wild is
never the right thing to do.

DontLetltLoose.com

e
WATERS

O

e

AU cERN. DRAIN.DRY.

Anglers Can Stop Aquatic Invasive Species

Fishing rod, reel

Clothing &line

Fishing vest

Take these simple steps every time you fish to be sure you’re
not moving invasive species from one waterbody to another.

all plants, mud and debris
from fishing gear, waders
and boots before leaving the
water. Use a scrub brush if
needed.

any standing water from gear.
A sponge can help.

everything before using it
again. Gear should be dry to
the touch. When possible use
different waders for different

waterbodies.

of unwanted bait in the trash,
not on land or in the water.

transport plants, fish or
animals inte a different body
of water.

MONTANA FISH,
WILDLIFE & PARKS
CleanDrainDryMT.com

o




Outreach Partnerships

Central & Eastern MT
Invasive Species Team
USACE, USFS, USFWS, BOR
Irrigation districts,
Utilities, TU, WU, CDs,
lake associations,
watershed districts, NGOs.

d‘ “_{5;1,,
Marketing Campaign G5

R e
Industry Outreach
Outreach Events

AmeriCorps Members
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Social Media

Pedro Pascal may be a delight, but aquatic invasive species are not! To protect
Montana’s waters from these aquatic invaders, remember to clean-drain-dry
your gear after every use and don’t release aquarium plants or pets into the wild.
To learn more, go to FWP.mt.gov/AlS.”




Focus Areas for 2024

e Containmentin Ildaho and
South Dakota.

 Expand operational window
for Montana WID stations.

* Investigate additional stations.
* Expand partnerships.

 Expanded social media.
e Focused boater outreach.

e Qutreach focused on used
boat sales pathway.



MONTANA FWP

WATERS

FWP.MT.gov/AIS
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