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Invasive Mussel Defence Program

Watercraft Inspection Stations

• Launched in 2015, over 200,000 inspections completed

• Program operations delivered by Conservation Officer Service

Early Detection Lake Monitoring

• Sampling for presence of invasive mussels since 2011 

• Sampling in priority waterbodies across the province

Outreach & Education

• Clean, Drain, Dry messaging for invasive mussels and other Aquatic 
Invasive Species 

• Over 400,000 outreach interactions at inspection stations
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Thank You to Our Program Funding Partners! 

Other Partners include: PNWER, NAISC, Columbia River Basin, Western Regional Panel, HCTF, ISCBC, regional invasive 
species organizations



2023 Season Summary
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2023 Watercraft Inspection Stations

• 43 Auxiliary Conservation 
Officers   

• 6 stations & 2 roving 
crews (Okanagan & Lower 
Mainland)

• Operational April to 
October with increased 
operations from June to 
late August



2023 Watercraft Inspection Data

2022 2023

Total Inspections 20,200 20,900

High Risk Inspections 122 155

Mussel Fouled Boats 13 14

Decontaminations 
Performed

65 78

Total interactions with the 
public

36,400 39,200

Compliance at inspection 
stations

88% 88%



Watercraft Inspections by Station
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Dawson Creek 
(Hwy 2): 1019

Mt. Robson (Hwy 16): 998

Golden (Hwy1): 7397

Olsen (Hwy 3): 3388

Yahk (Hwy 3): 4750

Okanagan Roving: 
~1300

Lower Mainland 
Roving:  ~1500

Osoyoos border: 695



Mussel Fouled Boats Source Jurisdiction
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Mussel Fouled Boats Destination
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Highlight: Visit to Twin Falls, Idaho

10



11

Heightened Awareness on Invasive Mussel 
Prevention in BC



New Dreissenid Mussel Detections in Canada
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Planning for 2024 

• Joint BC-MT rapid response 
exercise June 2024 
• Lake Koocanusa

• Updating B.C. Dreissenid Mussel 
Early Detection Rapid Response 
Plan

• Planning for 2024 monitoring 
and watercraft inspection season
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Questions?
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