ARTICLE IV. - AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES 
Sec. 46-47. - Definitions. 
(a)  Aquatic plant means a non-woody submergent, emergent, free-floating, or floating-leaf plant that normally grows in or near water and includes any part thereof. "Aquatic plant" does not mean wild rice when being harvested with a permit issued under NR 19.09 or any rights proffered by the Treaty of 1838. 

(b)  Terrestrial plant means a plant that normally lives or grows on land and includes wetland species. 

(c)  Invasive means all pathogens, plants, vertebrate and invertebrate species including zebra mussel, quagga mussel, rusty crayfish, spiny water flea, or any other aquatic invasive prohibited by the state. 

(d)  Animal means all vertebrate and invertebrate species, including but not limited to mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, fish and shellfish, or their eggs, larvae or young, but excluding humans. 

(e)  Aquatic animal means all animals that live in, on, or near the water. This includes all vertebrate and invertebrate species, including but not limited to reptiles, amphibians, fish and shellfish, or their eggs, larvae or young. 

(f)  Invasive species has the meaning given in Wis. Stats. § 23.22(1)(c), and Wis. Admin. Code NR 40.02(24), where invasive species means nonnative species including hybrid, cultivars, sub taxa, and genetically modified variants whose introduction causes or is likely to cause economic or environmental harm or harm to human health, and includes individual species, eggs, larvae, seeds, propagules and any other viable life-stages of such species. For invasive fish, Wis. Admin. Code NR 40.04(12a), includes all nonnative species, but excludes established nonnative fish species. 

(g)  Aquatic invasive species has the meaning given in Wis. Admin. Code NR 40.02(3m), that aquatic invasive species are any invasive species that dwells in water or wetlands. 

(h)  Decontamination is the process of removing invasive species, including aquatic invasive species or materials that may contain or transmit invasive species by disinfection or other methods. 

(i)  Decontamination station means a device provided at a public or private lake access to remove all potential invasive species. The station may consist of high temperature water (140 degrees or more) applied with a pressure washer by trained personnel, a recommended chemical solution applied with a low pressure sprayer, or other techniques or devices. 

(Res. No. 73-08, 8-19-2008; Res. No. 27-18, 1-18-2018) 

Sec. 46-48. - Prohibited transport of plants and aquatic animals. 
Except as provided in section 46-49, no person may operate a vehicle or transport any boat, boat trailer, personal watercraft and its associated trailer, canoe, kayak, or boating equipment, fishing equipment, hunting and/or trapping equipment (including, but not limited to, personal floatation devices, nets, anchors, fishing lines, decoys, and waders) from navigable waters onto a public highway if aquatic plants, terrestrial plants, or aquatic animals are attached. All plants and aquatic animals shall be removed prior to entry onto a public highway or launching a boat or placing equipment or trailers into navigable water. 
If a decontamination station is available for use at a public or private access, the boater shall decontaminate per posted directions using the station provided. 

This section shall not apply to bait used on that particular body of water in accordance with DNR rules and regulations. 

Any person violating this article shall pay a forfeiture of $50.00 plus attendant costs. 

(Res. No. 73-08, 8-19-2008; Res. No. 27-18, 1-18-2018) 

Sec. 46-49. - Exceptions to transport of plants and aquatic animals. 
Unless otherwise prohibited by law, a person may transport aquatic plants: 
(a)  For disposal as part of a harvest or control activity conducted under an aquatic plant management permit issued under [Wis. Adm. Code] ch. NR 109 or as authorized by the county. 

(b)  When transporting commercial aquatic plant harvesting equipment away from any water body to a suitable location for purposes of cleaning any remaining aquatic plants or animals. 

(c)  When conducting an aquatic plant study for the purposes of vouchering specimen or conducting an educational workshop. 

(d)  When harvested for personal or commercial use, such as to be used as compost or mulch, and in a closed container. 

(e)  For purposes of shooting or observation blinds for waterfowl hunting during the waterfowl season, if the aquatic plants used for these blinds are emergent, cut above the waterline, and contain no aquatic invasive species. All other equipment shall have plants and aquatic animals removed before entering a public highway. 

(Res. No. 73-08, 8-19-2008) 

Sec. 46-50. - Liability of owner or lessee. 
(a)  If a watercraft, trailer, or plant harvesting equipment is placed in waters in violation of section 46-48, the owner or lessee of the watercraft, trailer, or plant harvesting equipment shall pay a forfeiture in accordance with the penalty provisions contained in section 46-48. An owner or lessee may not be penalized as set forth above if either of the following apply: 

(1)  Another person was cited for or convicted of a violation of section 4 [sic] arising out of the same incident; or 

(2)  The watercraft, trailer or plant harvesting equipment was stolen. 

(b)  Paragraph (a) does not apply to a lessor of a watercraft, trailer, or plant harvesting equipment if the lessor keeps a record of the name and address of the lessee and provides the same to law enforcement upon request. 

(c)  Paragraph (a) does not prohibit or limit the prosecution of the operator of a watercraft, trailer, or plant harvesting equipment for violations of section 46-48. 

(Res. No. 73-08, 8-19-2008) 

