
Idaho Invasive Species Program
Responding to the Snake River quagga mussel infestation.



• Detection Sept. 18
• 1st live detection in Columbia River Basin (~ 15 years of sampling)

• Multi-Agency Coordination
• Quarantine and delimit
• Notifications
• Treatment Oct. 3-13

• Two-96 hours; 1ppm
• Chelated Copper
• 1st treatment of this type and scale ever attempted in North America

2023 Response



2024 Monitoring Locations



Idaho’s Response 2024
Sept. 24

Positive Detection
Sept. 24 – Oct.

Delimit Sampling
Oct. 8- October 19 
Copper Treatment

February 24-March 10
Potash Treatment



Delimiting Surveys

• Initial veliger plankton tow delimit 
from Twin Falls Reservoir to 
Centennial Park

• Start upstream, new net, tow across 
flow

• Extended delimit upstream to 
American Falls

• Is there anything upstream? 
• Extended delimit downstream to CJ 

Strike
• Downstream movement? 









2024 Treatment
• Extended Treatment Area

• Twin Falls Reservoir
• 8.6 miles (less than one-percent of the 

Snake River)
• Additional tools and partners

• Chelated Copper, Natrix

• Target rate 1ppm for 200 hr treatment 

• Labeled for use site

• Registered for use in Idaho

• Product manufacturing was available for the 
quantity needed





Potash Treatment
• Ephemeral isolated ponds

• Pilar Falls
• Shoshone Falls
• Twin Falls

• Muriate of Potash, Potassium Chloride, MOP

• Target rate 100ppm for 15 days treatment 

• Section 18 Approval- EPA









Potash Application



2025 Expanded Lab Capacity

• Cross Polarized Light Microscopy (CPLM)
• Aquaticus (Chiefland, Florida)
• Eco Analyst (Moscow, Idaho)
• ISDA Bureau of Labs (Boise, Idaho)

• Visual confirmation 
• Multiple subject matter experts 

• Molecular confirmation 
• Pisces Molecular (Boulder, Colorado)

• eDNA 
• Pisces Molecular (Boulder, Colorado)
• University of Idaho Aquatic Research Institute (Hagerman, Idaho)



2025 Containment

• Program shift from prevention state to prevention/containment state
• Mandatory inspection and decontamination for the Mid-Snake between Broken 

Bridge (Yingst Grade) to Hanson Bridge
• Centennial Park (Twin Falls County)

• Site improvements complete 
• Decontamination open when park is open

• Shoshone Falls (City of Twin Falls)
• Site improvements underway
• Decontamination open when park is open

• Twin Falls Reservoir (Idaho Power)
• Site Improvements underway
• Decontamination open when park is open

• Mandatory Inspection for Out of State Watercraft
• “Pull the Plug” law



Google earth link

ISDA Monitoring Map

2025 Monitoring

https://earth.google.com/earth/d/1prhnWQNlC2kxnAS-KyPflNUCbtMfs5Jj?usp=sharing
https://idaho.maps.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=49d0a0bdb4a84e11a7b7f140ef2364f2
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