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Process

2018

December 4, 2018
Vessel Incidental Discharge Act 
(VIDA), Title IX [9] of the  Frank 
LoBiondo Coast Guard 
Authorization Act of 2018 signed 
into law. 

2020

October 26, 2020

The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) publishes notice 
of proposed rulemaking, Vessel 
Incidental Discharge National 
Standards of Performance.

2023

October 18, 2023

EPA publishes supplemental 
notice of proposed rulemaking to 
the Vessel Incidental Discharge 
Standards of Performance.

2024

September 20, 2024

The EPA finalized national 
performance standards. 

2024

October 9, 2024

The EPA national performance 
standards final rule was 
published in the Federal 
Register on October 9, 2024. 

2026

October 9, 2026

Deadline for the U.S. Coast 
Guard to develop corresponding 
implementation regulations to 
ensure, monitoring, and enforce 
compliance with the EPA’s 
standards. 



Reiterating Environmental Protect Agency (EPA) Concerns

1. EPA failed to adequately analyze best available 
technology to set minimum standards. 

2. EPA’s regulations are less stringent than the 
existing 2013 Vessel General Permit, which 
weakens protections. 

3. EPA is regulating biofouling as incidental 
discharge which is beyond the intent of VIDA. 

4. EPA fails to protect U.S. waters through 
chemical contamination resulting from in-water 
cleaning.
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U.S. Coast Guard Questions and Comments in Summary

Not seeking answers today

Overview of conversations we have initiated with USCG in scheduled VIDA 
coordination meetings and comments - on the public docket

Coming to agreements will be complex and nuanced



U.S. Coast Guard Questions and Comments in Summary

Vessel Targeting Procedures

Emphasis on compliance with reporting rather than environmental risk (for ballast 
water)

Requesting clarity on quantitative scale for boarding priority levels

Key questions:

1. Will State entities be expected to use the same targeting procedures as the 
USCG or is it expected that we will continue to select vessels based on our 
own established criteria?



U.S. Coast Guard Questions and Comments in Summary

Exam Recording Procedures

Seeking clarity on what level of electronic data recording capability USCG is 
expecting for state programs

- Concerns about safety on tankers



U.S. Coast Guard Questions and Comments in Summary

Enforcement Procedures

Lacking clarity on Methods for Coordination of Enforcement

A. Joint Enforcement with Federal Standards
B. State Enforcement under State Law
C. Federal Enforcement (No State Program)

Requesting Memorandum of Understanding/Agreement for Option 2, separating State 
Coordination Enforcement Procedures for clarity on roles and responsibilities.

Key Questions:

1. Which entity receives civil penalties?
2. Are states limited to federal district court to pursue civil penalties?
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Discussion
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